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This book of essays is a contribution to the study of a few
aspects of colonial policy and development. It is published in
the year of the Fabian Jubilee and takes its humble stand along-
side the famous collection of Fabian essays which long since
has enjoyed a distinguished place in socialist literature.

The subjects dealt with are of immense practical moment in
present-day discussion of colonial problems. Their treatment
indicates the change which has taken place from the propaganda
days of analysis and exposition to the more practical and respon-
sible days when policies have to be implemented.

The Fabian Colonial Bureau thanks the authors of the essays
for their generous contributions to this volume and believes
that this collection will not only elucidate some of the current
problems of overseas dependencies but also offer some con-
tribution of permanent worth to an understanding of the
socialist approach to imperialist issues. The Bureau does not
necessarily associate itself with all or any of die views expressed.
It puts this book into the expanding pool of constructive ideas
as public opinion in Britain and abroad becomes more definite
and pronounced that colonial peoples must move to respon-
sibility and enjoy social well-being.

In the last few years a new phase of colonial discussion "has
begun in Britain. A wider and better informed public is interested
in the affairs of the dependencies. The songs and dreams of an
earlier imperialist faction no longer excite emotion or response.
The sober prosaic work in colonial territories presents a less
romantic adventure and colonial responsibility looks to be as
much the black as the white man's burden. Yet it is well to
remember that for a century or more the afflictions of weak and
backward peoples have aroused interest and concern in British
public life on frequent occasions. Philanthropists, religious
bodies and radicals have stirred the conscience of the nation and